
Viking Trading or Raiding?

L
ast year, the discovery of an ax 
KHDG�RQ�D�PRXQWDLQWRS�RYHUORRNĥ

ing Norway’s Trondheim Fjord 
OHG�DUFKDHRORJLVWV�WR�D�WHQWKĥFHQĥ

WXU\�9LNLQJ�JUDYH��7KRXJK�WKH\�

found no remains, the team 
recovered a sword and a shield 
boss. The discovery seemed 
URXWLQH��XQWLO�WKH�ERVV�ZDV�;ĥUD\HG��

³:H� FRXOG� VHH� WKHUH� ZDV� VWXɱ� LQ�

there,” says archaeologist Ingrid Ystĥ
gaard of the Norwegian University 
Science and Technology’s Museĥ
um of Natural History 
and Archaeology. 
It turned out to 
contain a leather 
purse holding Islamic silver 
coins that were minted in 
what is now Iraq, along with 
agates and a small lead weight. 

“I’ve never seen 
DQ\WKLQJ� OLNH� LW�´�

says Ystgaard. “It’s 
H[WUHPHO\�UDUH�WR�¿QG�FRLQV�

LQ�9LNLQJ�EXULDOV��DQG�VR�IDU�DV�

,�NQRZ��QRQH�KDYH�HYHU�EHHQ�

found in a shield boss.”
Ystgaard points out that 

9LNLQJV� ZHUH� NQRZQ� WR� WUDYHO�

as far as Constantinople, and 
the agates and coins could have 
been obtained through either 
WUDGLQJ� RU� UDLGLQJ�� ([WHQVLYH�

PDUNV�RQ�WKH�VZRUG�DQG�VKLHOG�

boss show that they had been 
used in combat, but the lead 

weight secreted inside suggests the 
warrior may have at least occasionally 
played the role of merchant. “It’s a good 
reminder that they were not just raiders,” 
VD\V�<VWJDDUG�� ³7KLV� PDQ� ZDV� OLNHO\� D�

FODVVLF�WUDGHUĥZDUULRU�RI�WKH�9LNLQJ�$JH�´

ħ(5,&$��32:(//

Viking shield boss containing 

remains of leather purse

10th-century Viking sword
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